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SUBJECT: VENEZUELAN ELECTION CAMPAIGN: PRESIDENT CALDERA DEFENDS 
POWDERED MILK SEIZURE 

REF: CARACAS 9447 

1. AT HIS NOVEMBER 9 NEWS CONFERENCE PRESIDENT CALDERA STRONGLY 
DEFENDED THE ACTIONS OF THE GOVERNOR OF ZULIA AND OTHER LOCAL 
AUTHORITIES IN THE SEIZURE OF POWDERED MILK (REFTEL). HE IMPLIED 
THAT THERE ARE GROUNDS FOR SUSPICIONS THAT THE MILK WAS BEING 
HOARDED BY NOTING THAT ILAPECA, THE FIRM OWNING THE MILK, 
APPARENTLY HAD PLENTY OF UNUSED SPACE IN ITS REGULAR WAREHOUSES, 
LEAVING NO LEGITIMATE REASON FOR THE MILK TO BE STORED WHERE IT 
WAS. HE ALSO CALLED ATTENTION TO PHOTOGRAPHS SHOWING AN AD 
DEPUTY PHYSICALLY TRYING TO PREVENT THE AUTHORITIES FROM SEIZING 
THE MILK. HE INDICATED THAT AN INVESTIGATION OF THE CASE BY THE 
MINISTRY OF DEVELOPMENT WOULD CONTINUE. 

2. COMMENT: CALDERA'S STRONG PUBLIC SUPPORT FOR THE COPEI 
POSITION IN THIS HIGHLY PARTISAN FRAY IS UNUSUAL, IN THAT HE 
HAS NORMALLY TRIED (PUBLICLY) TO STAY OUT OF AD-COPEI POLITICAL 
SQUABBLES, AND IT WILL NO DOUBT PROVOKE A STRONG REJOINDER FROM 
AD. AD HAS BEEN PRESSING FOR A QUICK INVESTIGATION AND 
RESOLUTION OF THE ISSUE BY THE INVESTIGATIVE BODIES (THE 
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GENERAL), BUT CALDERA'S STATEMENTS SEEM TO INDICATE THAT 

THE INVESTIGATIONS WILL CONTINUE FOR SOME TIME, WHILE COPEI TRIES 

TO REAP THE ELECTORAL DIVIDENDS. 

MCCLINTOCK 
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